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For ‘* The Friend.” 


The Coloured Emigrants from North Carolina. 

It is a circumstance known to many 
readers of “The Friend,” that the Yearly 
Meeting of North Carolina have, for many 
years, been burthened with the care of a large 
number of people of colour, (manumitted 
slaves and their descendants,) whom the laws 
of that state do not permit to enjoy the bless- 
ings of freedom—and that a strong solicitude 
has prevailed with Friends there to have 
these afflicted people removed to a situation 
where they would be entitled to those privi- 
leges. A company of them, ninety in num- 
ber, were, about five months ago, sent by the 
agent of the Society there to the care of some 
Friends in and near this city, under the 
impression, no doubt, that in this favoured 
land of *“ Penn” and of “ Franklin,” where so 
much is professed of the equality of men’s 
rights, and where emigrants (the descendants 
of Africa only excepted) from all parts of the 
earth find a ready admission, there would be 
little difficulty in procuring, for these orderly 
people, suitable situations in which they 
might become useful members of the commu- 
nity ;—but this conclusion, however reason- 
able, proved erroneous; as a strong feeling, 
adverse to the introduction of any of the 
unfortunate sons of Africa into this free and 
liberal state, was found to prevail amongst 
many of its inhabitants. 

The totally unlooked for announcement of 
the intention to introduce here so large a 
number of coloured persons, at that particular 
juncture, could not fail to occasion considera- 
ble embarrassment to Friends. On their 
arrival in the Delaware near Chester, a num- 
ber of members from the several districts in 
this city were convened, for the purpose of 
consulting as to the most prudent and advisa- 
ble manner of disposing of them; and asa 
large number of the most intelligent of the 
company had, before leaving North Carolina, 
expressed a desire to emigrate to Liberia, 
should an opportunity present, it was, after a 
full deliberation on the subject, deemed 
advisable to recommend the embarkation of 
as many as should be found inclined to go 
thither. 

_ Acommittee of five Friends was accord- 
ingly appointed, with full powers to carry 


this recommendation into effect—if, on con-| one child deceased, and one woman placed in 
sulting the emigrants, it should be found that | the family of a Friend in New Jersey,) having 
any considerable portion of them would|determined on embarking, the committee pro- 
volunteer for such an expedition. cured for-them all the materials necessary for 
On ascertaining that the majority were so|two entire suits of clothing, to be delivered 
_ |disposed, the committee lost no time in con-|to them by the agent on their arrival and 
sulting the agents of the “ American Coloni-|settlement at Liberia. 
zation Society,’’ who, with a zeal and prompt-| A classification into ten families, in a 
ness becoming the design of that benevolent|manner conformable to their own views, was 
institution, cheerfully consented to procure a/agreed on previous to embarkation. For 
vessel suited to the occasion. The brigjeach of these families an ample stock of 
American, a substantia] and commodious| household utensils, including a suitable quan- 
vessel of near 200 tons burthen, and well|tity of bedding, &c. was provided. And as 
calculated for the purpose, was chartered ;|this interesting company of coloured people 
the master of which, (Capt. Wm. Abels,) a|contained no less than seven valuable mecha- 
man of humane character and an experienced | nics, (viz, a carpenter, bricklayer, plasterer, 
seaman, had made several voyages to the|blacksmith, cooper, turner, and shoemaker) 
coast of Africa in the employ of the Coloniza-|a stock of all the leading implements required 
tion Society. in carrying on these several important branches 
The emigrants (especially the children) of business, was procured,—in addition to 
having suffered somewhat in consequence of| Which, each family was furnished with many 
the heat of the weather, and the smallness of|useful utensils of husbandry, such as axes, 
the vessel in which they were brought from |spades, shovels, hoes, &c., with a view to 
Carolina, it was thought best to land them|encourage such as had been accustomed to 
soon after their arrival; and for which pur-|the pursuit of agriculture, to enter upon that 
pose, a commodious place was obtained on a|independent course of life as soon as they 
farm ata short distance below Red Bank, on should be placed in a situation, to reap for 
the Jersey shore, where they were encamped the benefit of themselves and families the 
and comfortably provided for, during the time |product of their own labours. 
required for preparing the brig for the voyage.| Joseph L. Robinson, an intelligent young 
On a close observation of the appearance|man of respectable character and of pecu- 
and general deportment of this company of|!iarly kind and amiable disposition, who came 
coloured people, as well as from the testimo-|with them as their care-taker from Carolina, 
nials of character which several brought from | was employed to proceed with them to Liberia 
their former place of residence, a most|as agent for the concern, and to whom all the 
avourable impression was made, and the|boxes and packages of merchandise and pro- 
inference drawn, that they were an orderly,|perty were consigned, with special instruc- 
temperate, industrious, and intelligent com-|tions as to the manner in which a distribution 
pany of persons, and that they would be|of the effects should be made amongst the 
likely to advance the interests and general| emigrants, after he should have succeeded in 
prosperity of the colony to which they have) procuring, under the liberal patronage of the 
gone. i American Colonization Society,” a comfort- 
With respect to the manner of the proposed | able settlement of each family in the colony. 
outfit, there prevailed amongst the Friends) The emigrants were also furnished with a 
consulted on the occasion but one sentiment,| suitable number of copies of the Holy Scrip- 
which was, that it should be furnished on a|tures, and of school books, tracts, d&c., and 
liberal scale, corresponding with the object|much pains were taken to impress on the 
contemplated by their former benefactors,|minds of such of them as were of an age 
viz: the general advancement of the moral) capable of appreciating the object, the impor- 
and physical condition of these people,—that| tance of avoiding the use of ardent spirits, 
there should not only be a comfortable provi-| and of maintaining a sound moral reputation, 
sion for the extensive voyage in contempla-|as well as contributing to the support of 
tion, but, inasmuch as they would, at the end| suitable associations for divine worship. 
of it, enter upon an entirely new scene of} The emigrants left here on the 12th of 
life, in a land of strangers, far remote from|seventh month last for Norfolk, Virginia, 
any of their former friends and advisers,| where the vessel was detained a few days in 
that they should be furnished with a supply|taking on board some additional passengers ; 
of such articles as would be essential for their| they sailed from thence about the 18th of the 
comfort and convenience, for a limited time|same month, and after a passage of fifty-three 
after they should arrive at their destined home. | days, arrived at Liberia. 
The whole company (with the exception of| The agent, Josern L. Rosrnson, having 




































within a few days returned to this city, on his| be conducted with much sobriety and deco- 
authority, the following particulars are added,| rum ; in fact, he asserts, that during his stay 


(viz.) 


THE FRIEND. 





of eighteen days in the place, he saw no indi- 


The brig arrived at Mesurado on the 15th| vidual in a state of intoxication. 


of 9th month, soon after the commencement 
of the “Rainy season,” and the emigrants) 
were within about three days all landed in| 
good health, and settled in families in the 


At the time the agent left the colony, there 
appeared to exist the fullest confidence in the 
pacific disposition of the natives towards it,— 
and as far as he had an opportunity of judging, 


manner agreed on before sailing; the proper-| the colonists in general were well satisfied 
ty and effects were distributed amongst them) with their settlement, and their deportment 


in strict conformity to the instructions given 
by the committee to the agent before he left 
this city, and to the satisfaction of the whole 
company. No individual of them complained, 
or showed any symptoms of regret, at having 
gone, nor did the agent hear a single reflec- 
tion cast either on him or the Friends who 
were concerned in promoting their emigration 
thither; on the contrary, most or all the 
adults expressed themselves as being well 
pleased with their adventure, and many of 
them acknowledged with apparent sensibility 
their gratitude for the care and attention be- 
stowed on them by Friends. 

The company was well received by the 

ernor and other officers of the colony. 
Fach family was settled in a comfortable 
house, with the understanding that they were 
to have the privilege of occupying it for six 
months, if they inclined to do so. Daily ra- 
tions of rice, and other articles of good and 
wholesome provisions, are served out to each 
family, which, it is understood, will be con- 
tinued for six months if required ; this supply, 
the agent learned from one of the emigrants, 
is so abundant as to enable some of the most 
provident of them to make occasional savings 
over and above their actual daily wants. 
Orders were given by the governor for an al- 
lotment, in fee simple, of a farm of ten acres of 
land, also a lot of half an acre in the Town, 
to each family. 

From the best observation our agent was 
capable of making, every able bodied emi- 
grant might obtain immediate employment at 
liberal wages—the mechanics (say) from $1.50 
to $2.00, and labourers 75 cents to $1.00 
per day. 

Some of them expressed an intention of 
writing home encouragement to their friends 
to follow them to the colony. 

The situation of the town of Monrovia is 
represented as being high and pleasant ; there 
are within it a number of stores, furnished 
with a respectable assortment of merchandise; 
a public market well supplied, partly by the 
colonists, but mainly, by the natives from the 
interior, with provisions, including a variety 
of fish, also divers other articles of comfort 
and convenience. There are several places 
of public worship in the place. 

On the arrival of an American vessel with 
passengers, some of the principal officers have 
occasionally made an entertainment, to which 
the officers of the vessels in port, and a por- 
tion of the most respectable inhabitants are 
invited ; our agent attended one .of them— 
the entertainment was liberal and handsome, 
containing a most ample supply of every ne- 
cessary article of comfort, and many of the 
luxuries common in what is called “ refined 
society.” These entertainments appear to 









appeared to be that of an orderly and respect- 
able community. 


Philadelphia, 12th month, 1832. 


Felix Neff, the Pastor of the High Alps. 
(Continued from page 58.) 

From a second letter, dated March, 1829. 

“* Five months have passed away since you 
received the address of which this letter is the 
sequel, and during that time I have had much 
experience. Iam consi\erably weaker than 
I was then, and I shall not be able to arrange 
methodically what remains for me to say to 
you, indeed I shall have power to say very 
little ; but I am most anxious to address you. 
I feel constrained to confirm to-day all that | 
have before spoken, and all that I preached to 
you and told you, when I was with you; for 
I have now proved those truths which I then 
taught you. Yes, now, more than ever, I feel 
the importance, absolute importance, of being 
a Christian indeed, of living in habitual com- 
munion with the Saviour, of abiding in him. 
It is in the time of trial, that we can speak o 
those things as we ought. A Christian with- 
out affliction is only a soldier on parade: but 
l experience it now, and | will openly bear 
witness of it, whilst God still gives me strength 
so to do. It is strictly true, that, through 
much tribulation, we must enter the kingdom 
of heaven, and we must personally feel what 
is said of the Prince of our salvation, ‘ that it 
became him to be made perfect through afflic- 
tion.” Though he were the Son of God, yet 
‘ learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered.’ How much more need have we 
ourselves of this instruction. Yes, I can now 
say, it is good for me that I have been afflict- 
ed ; this trial was needful for me. I felt be- 
forehand that it was requisite, and I do not 
fear to tell you, that 1 prayed to the Lord for 
it. My situation is indeed painful; I, who 
delighted so much in an active, stirring life, 
have long been reduced to the most complete 
inertion, scarcely able to eat, drink, sleep, 
speak, or to listen to reading, or to receive the 
visits of my brethren, and feeling it a great 
effort to dictate these few lines, lam weighed 
down by the pains of sickness, and often I am 
deprived, by agonies, or the wiles of Satan and 
my own heart, of the sense of God’s presence, 
and of the consolations which it would afford 
me. I can, however, without hesitation, de- 
clare, that I would not exchange this state o 
trial, for that in which some of my years have 
been passed, even in the midst of my minis- 
terial labours ; for though my life may have 
been spent in the service of Christ, and may 
have appeared exemplary to the eyes of men, 
I find in it so much unfaithfulness, so many 
sins, so many things which, in my sight, and 





luted my work,--1 have passed so much time 
in forgetfulness of God, that had [I still thirty 
years to live, I should prefer a hundred times 
over passing them on this bed of languor and 
anguish, to recovering my health and strength, 
and not to lead a life more truly Christian, 
more holy, more entirely devoted to God than 


I have done hitherto. Ah! my dear friends! 
how much time we lose, of how many bless- 
ings and graces we depriye ourselves, when 
we live far from God, in levity and thoughtiess- 
ness, in seeking after perishable things, in the 
gratification of the flesh, and of self-love. Now 
[ feel that it is so, and you will feel it also in 
the day of trial. Redeem then the time: I 
eannot repeat it too often; live unto God, by 
faith, by prayer, and by serious conversation. 
But can I recommend duties to you without 
noticing those, which you are bound to fulfil 
towards that multitude who live in the dark- 
ness, out of which the Lord has brought you 
by his grace. Should the church of Christ be 
contented, like the garrison of a besieged town, 
to defend herself and preserve her own terri- 
tory? Ought she not, on the contrary, to 
make continual sallies, and to advance, like 
a victorious army, over the enemy’s land? 
So soon as a tree ceases to grow, it begins to 
wither away ; so soon as a church ceases to 
advance, it becomes torpid and begins to de- 
cline. Ah! if you feel the infinite worth of 
your heavenly calling ; if you know that love 
of Christ which passeth all understanding, and 
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the excellent greatness of 
his power towards us who believe, if you have 
tasted how good the Lord is, and how precious 
is the lot which is fallen to us, if at the same 
time you know the value of immortal souls, 
and how dreadful is the fate of those, who 
know not Jesus, can you forget the worth of 
that glorious title, child of God, which you 
bear? Can you ever be any thing but Chris- 
tians, if you have felt what infinite happiness 
it is to be a Christian? You will be such, in 
all things and in all places ; you will wish the 
world to become such ; each one of you will 
become, in some wise, a witness of God’s 
grace, a missionary, a preacher, a minister of 
Christ. Your heart will burn with zeal for 
the salvation of souls, and from it will ascend, 
without ceasing, as from a burning altar, sighs 
and prayers in their behelf. Labour then in 
the kingdom of God; be courageous in this 
holy warfare ; give no rest to yourselves. Cease 
not to importune the Lord, till he re-establish 
Jerusalem, and till he make it to flourish again 
upon the earth. 

“¢ As to myself, I have every reason to be- 
lieve, that my task is finished; I wait, until 
by means of trials and afflictions, the Lord 
shall accomplish within me that work of pa- 
tience, which must be perfected ; and may he 
then take me, how and when he pleases, to his 
eternal rest. Having then no hope of seeing 
you again in this world, and not thinking that 
I shall be able to write more, I must take 
leave of you, recommending you from this 
time forward to God and the word of his 
grace.’ 

“ During this prolonged illness, his friends 
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nights of his life he would not allow them to|least inquietude : old, feeble, and devoted to 
remain standing about his bed: he even suffer-| him, she could not restrain her tears. Before 
ed inconvenience rather than call tothem. By|her, he assumed a firmness which amounted 
day, however, it was necessary to be con-|even to reproach ; then when she left him, no 
stantly near him, to lift him up, and to moisten | longer able to refrain from weeping himself, 
his lips with a sponge steeped in milk, mixed |his eyes followed her with tenderness, and he 
with a little lemon-juice ; he took nothing else. | would exclaim, ‘‘ my poor mother !”’ 

They applied friction to his stomach to soothe| “* He made presents to his friends, and set 
the pains of hunger, and even in this extremity | apart some religious books for many persons 
he retained such a playfulness of mind, that}to whom he still hoped to be useful ; after 
when he would ask one of them to rub him,|having underlined several passages, he thus 
he called out, ‘ give me my dinner.’ wrote the address :—Felix Neff, dying, to— 

“« His voice became so weak that it was ne-| ‘* We shall have an indelible recollection 
cessary to go very close to him in order to/|of the last letter that he wrote ; it was a few 
hear it; he spoke with great difficulty and|days before his death. He was supported by 
with severe pain, yet he willingly endured this/two persons, and, hardly able to see, he traced 
suffering when he had any salutary advice to/at intervals, and in large and irregular char- 
give us. acters which filled a page, the lines which fol- 

« * We had the satisfaction,’ said a narrator | low, addressed to some of his beloved friends 
of the dying scene, ‘ of being much with him|/in the Alps. What must have been the feel- 
towards the close of his painful career, and|ings of those who received them, with the 
we never heard a murmur escape from his lips. | persuasion that he, who had traced them, was 
He was grateful for the affection shown towards |no more! 
him, and returned it abundantly. Often, after} “* Adieu, dear friend, Andre Blanc, An- 
our poor services, he threw his arms round |toine Blanc, all my friends, the Pelissiers, whom 
our necks, embraced us, thanked us, and ex-}I love tenderly ; Francis Dumont and his wife; 
horted us with all his soul to devote ourselves|beloved Deslois, Emilie Bonnet, &c. &c. ; 
to God. ‘ Believe my experience,’ said he,| Alexandrine and her mother ; all, all the bre- 
‘ He only is your sure trust; He only is truly|thren and sisters of Mens, adieu, adieu. I 
to be loved. If you should one day be em-|ascend to our Father in entire peace! Victory! 
ployed in preaching of the gospel, take heed | victory! victory! through Jesus Christ. 
not to work to be seen of men.’ Oh, with Fev Narr.’ 
how many things of this kind do I reproach| “* The last night of his life, we and some 
myself! My life, which appears to some to|jother persons remained to sit up with him. 
have been well employed, has not been a quar-| Never shall we forget those hours of anguish, 
ter so much so as it might have been! How 
much precious time have [ lost !’ He accused 
himself-of unfaithfulness in the employment of 
his time, and of having been vainglorious : he, 
whose labours were scarcely known to a few 
friends! who had refused to marry, that his 
heart might be entirely devoted to his Master, 
and whose ardent charity for his fellow-crea- 
tures had brought bim, at the age of thirty- 
one, to his bed of death! Knowing his love 
for sacred music, we frequently assembled in 
a room near his own, and sung, in an under 
tone, verses of his favourite hymns, particular- 
ly “ Rien o Jesus que ta grace,” and a para- 
phrase on the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah, 
which he had himself composed. This singing 
filled his soul with a thousand feelings and re- 
collections, and affected him so much, that we 
were obliged to discontinue it, though he did 
not see us, and he heard us but faintly. 

‘*¢ About a fortnight before his death, he 
looked on a mirror, and discovering unequi- 
vocal signs of dissolution in his countenance, 





































death. It was necessary to attend to him con- 
stantly, and to hold him in his convulsive 
struggles ; to support his fainting head in our 
arms, to wipe the cold drops from his forehead, 
to bend or to straighten his stiffened limbs ; 
the centre of his body only retained any 
warmth. For a short time he seemed to be 
choking, and we dare not give him any thing : 
a few words of Scripture were read to him, 
but he did not appear to hear; once only, 
when some one was lamenting to see him suf- 
fer so much, and said, “ poor Neff,’’ he raised 
his head for an instant, fixed his large eyes full 
of affection upon his friend, and again closed 
them. During the long night of agony we 
could only pray and support him. In the 
morning, the fresh air having a little revived 
him, he made a sign that he should be carried 
to a higher bed ; they placed him on this bed 
in a sitting posture, and the struggles of death 
began. For four hours we saw his eyes 


watched by him by turns, but until the few last|his mother’s account only did he show the! 
ily.?” 
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all exclaimed : Come, Lord Jesus, come quick- 


For “ The Friend.” 

A Year in Spain, by a Young American. 

From its peninsular position, and its being 
out of the range generally pursued by tourists, 
Spain, which, in climate, and with regard to 
several of its provinces, in the luxuriance and 
productiveness of its soil, is among the fairest 
portions of Europe, has nevertheless been 
more neglected, and consequently is less 
known than most other parts of that continent. 
{ have therefore, from a lively and entertain- 
ing volume with the above title, selected a few 
interesting passages ; for, although the book 
has been several years before the public, it is 
probable that a large proportion of the readers 
of “ The Friend” may not have met with it. 
Our agreeable traveller, having previously 
visited the greater part of France, commences 
his narrative with the following vivid retro- 
spective sketch of that country :-— 


“In October of 1826, I found myself in Rous- 
sillon, afier having made the circuit of most 
of the French provinces with great delight. 
Touraine and the Orléanais had proved all that 
could be desired: the country fertile, well 
cultivated, and abundantly productive; the 
scenery of a peaceful, quiet cast, yet full of 
attraction ; the people, honest, kind-hearted, 
and unaffectedly polite, speaking the best 
French in the whole kingdom, and worthy ia 
all things to do the honours of their country. 
[ had found Normandy by turns rugged and 


so well called the valley of the shadow of|verdant; with a coarse, rude, scheming, yet 


brave, sturdy, and laborious population; the 
north-west, smoky, and hypochondriac, with 
inhabitants, afier the manner of Englishmen, 
busy, bustling, and great drinkers of strong 
beer ; the east assimilating itself, by turns, to 
the neighbouring countries of Netherlands, 
Germany, or Switzerland ; Dauphine more 
beautiful than Italy ; the valley of the Isere, 
worthy of being called the valley of Paradise. 
All this I was in a measure prepared for, and 
it therefore brought no disappointment. But 
in the south of France I was doomed to have 
all my expectations reversed. I had been 
taught to associate it with whatever is lovely 
in nature; I had cast the face of the country 
into a succession of hill and dale; I had wa- 
tered it with many streams; the hill-tops were 
crowned with forest trees, and the slopes de- 
voted to fruit orchards, with the vine stretch- 
ing itself abroad in festoons from tree to tree, 
while the valleys were spread out into mea- 


raised to heaven ; each breath that escaped| dows of the brightest verdure, and animated by 
from his panting bosom seemed accompanied| joyous herds of cattle. The villages, too, 
with a prayer; and at that awful period, when| were to be neat, and the houses well white- 
the heaviness of death was upon him, in the} washed; each, with its little arbour and clam 
ardent expression of his supplication, he ap-|bering grape vine. Nor was this Arcadian 
peared more animated than any of us. Welregion to be peopled with unworthy inhabit- 
stood around him weeping, and almost mur-|ants; the women were to be beautiful, and 
muring at the duration of his sufferings, but| well-made young men were to be seen every 
the power of his faith was so visible in his| where leading them off, in the graceful mazes 
countenance, that our faith too was restored] of the dance. This picture was not entirely 
by it, it seemed_as though we could see his} gratuitous ; for my guide-book had sanctioned 
soul hovering on his lips, impatient for eternity.| the most extravagant reveries. 

At last we so well understood what his vehe-| “Such, however, I did not find the original. 
ment desire was, that with one impulse we} The surface of the country was, indeed, bro- 


he gave utterance to his joy : ‘* Oh, yes! soon, 
soon I shall be going to my God!” From that 
time he took no more care of himself: his 
door was opened to all, and the Jast hours of 
the missionary became a powerful mission. 
His chamber was never empty, he had a 
word for every one, until he was exhausted by 
it. In the full enjoyment of all his mental 
faculties, every thing was present to his me- 
mory ; the most trivial circumstances; even 
conversations which he had held many years 
previously, and he made use of them with ex- 
traordinary energy in his exhortations. On 
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For’ The Friend.’* | how the matter should be, by another set of facts 
THE DECISION. of his own invention. Whatever may be the 
(Continued from page 60.) defects of this part of his review it certainly 
Our readers, we trust, will excuse the length| is entitled to the merit of originality. So far 
of the quotations from the opinion of Judge|as we understand his argument, it is, that be- 
Ewing—they appeared necessary to give a/cause no clerk was appointed, on second day 
distinct understanding of the general tenor| afternoon of the yearly meeting week, 1827, 
and drift of his argument, and also of the| therefore no clerk was continued, and there- 
remarks of the Hicksite editor. Evan Lewis’s|fore the meeting had no clerk, and that the 
principal objection seems to be to the state-|fact of their being no clerk, “ disorganised,” 
ments respecting the yearly meeting of 1827. |‘‘ dissolved,” and “annihilated” the yearly 
After taking a cursory view of the opinion, | meeting. f 
up to this period, he says, “ This brings us to This is sweeping work to be sure, and 
the most interesting and important part of the | would render the existence of yearly meet- 
Judge’s opinion. Hitherto we find very lit-|ings extremely uncertain, dependant on the 
tle in his reasoning, or in the facts adduced, |chances of life and death in the clerk and his 
to which we are disposed to object, though in| family, and all the casualties incident to a 
one or two instances the bias of his mind in|nomination by the representatives, and the 
favour of the orthodox party becomes appar-|adoption of that by the meeting at large. 
ent.” It would have been more fair if the| The absurdity of such a principle must be 
editor had pointed out the “one or two in-| obvious at the first glance. To suppose that 
stances,” and given us the opportunity of| the failure of the representatives to agree up- 
judging how far the charge of a bias in favour| on the nomination of a clerk, or.of the meet- 
of one party was correct. It seems remark-|ing to come to a “ united conclusion” on that 
able, that after saying so much about partiali-| nomination, proves “ the annihilation of the 
ty and leaning to one side, on the part of| legitimate functions of the body,” is prepos- 
the Judges, E. Lewis should not have shown|terous. The institutions of our Society would 
a single fact to support his assertion, nor| be worthless indeed, did they rest on so sandy 
specified one of the instances in which such|a foundation. ‘The obvious course for a body 
obliquity had been manifested. If he had|to pursue circumstanced as the yearly meet- 
facts and truth in his favour, we should sup-|ing of ’27 was, is precisely the one which it 
pose it would be easy to give his assertions|took. Common sense and a due respect for 
greater appearances of validity. ‘ But,” says,|the sentiments of all prescribed it. That 
Evan, “ when he gets into the yearly meeting, |course was to make no new nomination, but 
and endeavours toscan its doings, and tosubject | continue the incumbents for the current year. 
its constitution, its organisation, and its con-|[t was the proper course to preserve “ the 
clusions to the precise technicalities of a legal | legitimate functions” of the meeting, and its 
opinion, he is involved in difficulty and em-|reasonableness and fairness extorted assent 
barrassment, and often betrayed into error of}even from the Hicksites themselves, as is 
judgment.” Precision, either in assertion or| proved by the evidence. They not only 
proof, is a quality which the Hicksites have] yielded to it at the time, and continued their 
long had a strong controversy with, and wejattendance on the sittings of the meeting ; 
are not at all surprised at Evan’s complaints] but on third day morning, when John Comly, 
of difficulty, and error of judgment in the|the leader of the faction in Pennsylvania, 
Judge, where he is subjecting the vapouring| proposed the dissolution of the meeting, they 
and exaggeration of the party to the whole-|urged him to continue at the table, and that 
some ordeal of precise legal criticism. ‘The| the meeting should proceed in the transaction 
point at which E. Lewis makes his first onset| of its business with Samuel Bettle as its clerk. 
is the continuance of Samuel Bettle as clerk.|To contend now, that an act to which they 
“To regard the act against which this com-|actively consented, effected a dissolution of 
plaint is directed,” is the language of the|the yearly meeting is convicting themselves 
opinion, “asthe appointment of a clerk, isan} of duplicity and deception. If the meeting 
entire misapprehension. It was in truth no| was dissolved by that circumstance, and its 
more than the continuance in office of the|doings rendered invalid, as Evan Lewis pre- 
former clerk, and as it seems to me, so far|tends, they were guilty of inconsistency in 
from an act of the body in its collective ca-| giving their attendance on its subsequent sit- 
pacity, in violation of any rule, it was a strict,| tings, and participating in its deliberations. 
and under the circumstances in which the | Entertainiug such sentiments, the course they 
meeting was placed, an unavoidable compli-| ought to have taken, and which would have 
ance with, and adherence, to the ancient custom) accorded with the magnanimity and candour 
and order of the Society.” “And here we|of honest men, was to withdraw, and sustain 
are prepared,” says Evan Lewis, “to join| by their actions the opinion which they pro-|t spect 
issue with the learned Judge, both with re-|fess to hold. But they did not withdraw/ing clerks. To contend that a meeting is 
gard to the alleged facts and the conclusions|—they still assembled with Friends, and aid-| disorganised whenever a difference of senti- 
drawn from them.” ed in the holding of the meeting, and carry-}ment occurs among its members, is making 
What he would have us to understand by|jing on its business, and thereby fully and|its existence accidental and ephemeral. One 
his joining issue with the Judge as regards| practically sustained the continuance of Sa- side, or the other, generally yields its opi- 
the facts is not entirely clear, though from|muel Bettle as its clerk. nion, and submits to the other, and this is 
what follows it seems fair to conclude, that} “But,” says E. Lewis, “ ancient custom, to) precisely what occurred in the yearly meet- 
finding the facts given in evidence not suited | use the language of the Judge, had establish-|ing of 1827. The Hicksites at first opposed 
tohis purpose, and making against his party, he|ed in this respect an operative law, which|the continuance of Samuel Bettle, but at the 
joins issue with them, and proceeds to decide | rendered it imperative upon the meeting to|suggestion of one of their principal men, who 





















































appoint the clerks on second day afternoon.” 
That this was the ordinary course of proceed- 
ing is readily admitted; the case under con- 
sideration, however, was an extraordinary one, 
and the meeting, in disposing of it, acted as 
nearly in conformity with that course, as 
circumstances permitted——by making a mi- 
nute on second day afternoon, continuing the 
acting clerks. This was the more proper, 
because no other clerk or assistant was put in 
nomination before the meeting. 

The “ operative Jaw,” to which E. Lewis 
refers, could not be expected to govern in a 
case which had no precedent, especially if it 
were the fact, as he argues, that a compliance 
with it would have dissolved the yearly meet- 
ing. He entirely nullifies his own position, 
when, he says directly after, “« No case had 
ever occurred since the establishment of the 
yearly meeting, of the representatives being 
unable to agree in the nomination of aclerk:” 
and again, “It was a case without parallel, 
and therefore no’ precedent or usage of the 
society had ever established a rule by which 
it could be determined. It was a case sui 
generis.” He has used this latter expression 
to controvert the declaration of William Jack- 
son, “that it had been the uniform practice, 
[for more than sixty years,] for the old clerks 
to serve until new ones were appointed ;” and 
in so doing, he has furnished the weapon 
which demolishes his own argument. This 
is not the first time, that the Hicksites have 
attempted to make the same position work 
both ways—but the sagacious editor, in the 
heat of party feeling, and his anxiety to 
triumph, probably did not perceive that in 
asserting the “declaration of William Jack- 
son in the yearly meeting,” “‘ amounts to no- 
thing, because no practice had obtained, no 
custem had been established, which met the 
case then before the meeting” he was “ fur- 
nishing conclusive evidence” of the fallacy 
and hollowness of his own argument. 

The declaration of William Jackson, how- 
ever, has one recommendation of which the 
“ operative law” of E. Lewis is destitute. It 
was not only ancient and established custom, 
but it was one which tended to preserve the 
regular course of business unbroken, and to 
enable the meeting to proceed in its opera- 
tions without interruption. If length of time, 
or uniformity of practice, could entitle any 
usage to the character of “an established oper- 
ative law,” that pointed out by William Jack- 
son was certainly such, for its existence is 
coeval with that of the body in which it ob- 
tained. 

The assertion of Evan Lewis, that the 
meeting was dissolved, and its proceedings 
nullified by the want of unity, rests on no 
better foundation than his argument respect- 
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said he believed it was the best thing the| great suffering amongst Friends, we went to| witnesses for thy blessed truth. 


And blessed 


meeting could do under the circumstances n/| our meetings at the peril of our lives, and our| for ever be the Lord our God, he answered 


which it was placed, they acquiesced in the| goods they took for a prey. 


And in this 


course pursued. Their conduct, on third day| time of great exercise did this dividing spirit 
morning and during the remaining sittings of| begin to appear, and in a very crafty manner, 


the meeting, to which I have already alluded, 
was a practical confirmation of this acquie- 
scence, and whether that acquiescence was re- 
luctantly or cheerfully accorded, it is still 
sufficient to sustain our position, and shows 
there was not that discordance of opinion 
which could work the dissolution of the yearly 
meeting. That it did not produce this effect, 
and that the Hicksites did not consider it as 
doing so, is demonstrated by the fact, that 
they continued to attend its sittings, address- 
ed it asthe yearly meeting of Friends of Phi- 
ladelphia, discussed and advocated proposi- 
tions which came before it, and aided in the 
consummation of acts which no other body 
than it was competent to perform. The ad- 
dress of the Hicksites issued in fourth month, 
1827, which is an official document, prepared 
with great deliberation, and examined at se- 
veral successive sittings of their separate 
meeting, fully recognises the meeting at Arch 
street, of fourth month, 1827, as the yearly 
meeting of Friends of Philadelphia. R. 
(To be continued.) 





For “ The Friend.” 
RECURRENCE TO FIRST PRINCIPLES. 


“T cannot forget the humility and chaste 
zeal of that day. O how constant at meet- 
ings ; how retired in them ; how firm to truth’s 
life, as well as truth’s principles; and how 
entire and united in our communion—as 
indeed became those that profess one head, 
even Christ Jesus the Lord!” W. Penn. 

Their meetings for divine worship were 
supported by the early Friends, even in the 
presence of their bitterest persecutors, with a 
diligence and firmness becoming their impor- 
tance, which neither insult nor cruelty could 
arrest orrelax. ‘To escape persecution, which 
the different sects were alternately subjected 
to, some_ professors met in private, furnished 
with tobacco, and bread, and cheese, to con- 
ceal their object should their enemies suddenly 
come upon them. But knowing that this 
solemn act was a duty which they owed to 
Almighty God, with which no human power 
had any right to interfere, so long as they 
conducted in a peaceable manner—Friends 
could not degrade their testimony for the 
cause of Christ by any such unworthy subter- 
fuge, and accordingly faced the storm which 
beat vehemently upon them. They stood 
upon that foundation which the powers of 
darkness could not shake, nor the floods of 
persecution move them from. © But the spirit 
of separation, introduced by Story and Wil- 


kinson, presented a snare which drew off 


some members, in the plea that it was useless 
and unwise to expose themselves to rudeness 
and noise, when they might, as they suggested, 
worship in private unmolested. The severe 
test to which their proceedings brought the 
constancy of faithful friends in the discharge 
of their religious duty, is exhibited in the 
following instance: 

“In the year 1670, which was a time of 




























ensnare the hearts of divers of the simple. 


Indeed, they were too many that the Lord had 
reached unto in the days of the breaking forth 
of his wonderful power, whom he had en- 
riched both inwardly and outwardly, that had 
forgotten the days of their distress, and where 
the Lord first found them out, and had caused 
the offence of the cross to cease, and had 
gotten into ease and liberty. How did my 
heart pant after the Lord, and my soul tra- 
vailed night and day before him, for.strength 
to stand a faithful witness for the living God, 


my request, and according to the day was our 
strength renewed ; blessed be that hand that 
never failed us, nor any that put their trust in 
him. So they parted from us, and left us asit 
were in the open field to encounter with our 
enemies, who the more triumphed, and made 
a bye-word of them and us, and cried out, 
‘here are the fools, and the wise men are 
gone. Aye, said they, they have more wit 
than to meet so near the justice’s house to ag- 
gravate him and ruin themselves ; they are the 
wise men to save themselves, and that they 
have; but these are the fools, they will ruin 
themselves, do what we can; do you think to 
stand against all the powers of the earth ?” 


whom I made a covenant with in the days of; Thus, they pleased themselves with such dis- 
my bitter bewailings, when my soul lay in|courses. ‘To Jose ground was a grievous ex- 


distress and horror.” 

“ When they began their work, the priest's 
son of our town was one of the informers, 
and his curate another. They first nailed up 
our meeting house door, and set a guard 
before it ; and it being on a day that the petty 
sessions was kept in that town of Kainsham, 
several justices being there, they sent the 
bailiff and other officers, attended with a great 
rabble, who came in great rage with clubs 
and other weapons. But the Lord was good 
and gracious unto us, and gave us strength 
according to the day, and opened my mouth 


in a testimony for the encouragement of 


Friends, and in praise to him for counting us 
worthy to suffer for his name and truth’s sake. 
We were fined twenty pounds apiece, and 
when meeting ended we came away rejoicing, 
for the power of God was over all to our 
comfort. But for all this, the clouds gathered 
blackness, and storms raised higher and higher, 
and dismal days appeared, and many consulted 
how to meet in private out of the enemies’ 
sight. And it was but a little time that our 
meeting held together; for one that had been 
a great preacher was soon weary with standing 
in the street at our meeting-house door, and 
greatly offended with us for not leaving our 
meeting-house and meet with him in private in 
his dwelling. There was a little remnant that 
could not conform to the will of man, but 
feared the Lord and dreaded to deny him 
beforemen. R. W., J. Story’s great associate, 
sent a messenger to tell us, ‘if we would meet 
with him and some others in private, we may 
sit together in quietness and enjoy the benefit 
of meeting ; which will be better than standing 
in the street to be hurried and thronged 
together, and hardly any time of stillness to 
wait upon God.’ A very plausible bait the 
enemy had cast in their view, and indeed too 
many were taken in the snare. 

“ But, when I heard this message delivered 
from the wise preacher, Oh! the concern that 
came upon me, in consideration of them that 
had been preaching amongst us many years, 
who should have been a strength to the weak 
and encouragers of the people ; that such men 
skould have no more courage, nor zeal, nor 
love to the Lord and his blessed truth ; it be- 
came my great grici, and I sorrowed night and 
day. Lord, strengthen thy weak ones, give 


ercise tous. But if any should say, was this 
a discouragement to you little ones? No, 
our fear and zeal towards God was increased ; 
my cries and supplications did ascend night 
and day unto the Lord, for strength to stand 
in my lot and testimony, and that | might be 
made able to hold out to the end. And for 
ever blessed be the Lord, he strengthened my 
weakness, and afforded his living presence 
amongst us, to our great comfort. But, still 
my exercise increased, and drove me to a 
narrow search. Lord, wilt thou be better 
pleased with us to go and meet with our Friends 
that are gone from us ; is there service there 
we know not of; or, am I too forward, or 
over zealous for thy truth? To this inquiry, 
the answer so suited my heart: ‘keep your 
meeting time and place; be valiant for my 
truth upon earth, and I will crown you with 
honour.’ Oh, blessed be his eternal name ; 
no greater honour does my soul desire, than to 
be preserved in his fear.”” E. Srerriper. 
Many of our meetings for worship owe their 
origin to the faithfulness of a single indivi- 
dual. In one case a person, in Scotland, of 
very gay and fashionable life, was attacked 
with disease on a journey, and after being at- 
tended by physicians some time without suc- 
cess, he was visited with conviction for the 
course of life he had pursued, and brought to 
believe it was his religious duty to make an 
entire change, and join the society of the des- 
pised Quakers. He was persyaded his re- 
covery from illness, which the physicians 
thought was of the mind, more than the body, 
depended upon his compliance, and after en- 
during much mental conflict, gave up to the 
requiring, when he said, he determined not 
to be a “* half, nor three quarter, but a whole 
Quaker.” On recovering and reaching home, 
he disposed of his rich furniture, and in pro- 
cess of time, put on the plain garb of a Friend. 
No meeting for worship being in the place, 
he sat down at stated periods in his parlour, 
in company with one or two persons, who 
were also dissatisfied with their former pro- 
fession, and there held a meeting in silence. 
His wife, thinking them under a delusion, 
would pass an hour at a time at the door, 
viewing them through the key-hole; but 
eventually she became converted to the same 
faith, and joined them in religious devotion. 


us courage and boldness to stand as faithful| Their number gradually increased until ti was 
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necessary to provide other accommodations ; 
and when our ancient friend, W. Jackson, 
visited those parts, he found there a meeting 
of more than thirty persons who had come 
into the Society, the gathering point to which 
was this individual. A Friend told him, she 
thought, that prior to his change this man 
was the proudest she ever knew—a striking 
evidence of the humbling power of truth 
when suffered to operate upon the mind, and 
further proving the verity of our testimony to 
plainness of dress and furniture, and the obli- 

ation to assemble for public divine worship. 
Gaines of a sirhilar nature have occurred 
in this country. A Friend, residing in Vir- 
ginia, at a distance of twenty-five miles from 
any meeting, and having young children, 
proposed to his wife they should attend al- 
ternately, one remaining in care of the family 
while the other was at meeting. In a little 
time he became uneasy with spending, at his 
usual work, the period the meeting was sit- 
ting, and concluded to pass it with his chil- 
dren either in religious retirement, or reading 
the holy Scriptures. Some of his neigh- 
bours, learning that this was his practice, 
came in and sat with them, and thus the 
foundation was laid for one of the meetings 
of Friends in that part of the country. 

Such was the zeal and perseverance of 
Friends in the beginning, and then the Society 
flourished and abounded with gifted members, 
who were ornaments to the profession, and 
instruments under the great Head in convert- 
ing others and strengthening the stakes of 
Zion. When persecution ceased, ease and 
worldly prosperity supplanted in many the 
love of Christ, zeal grew cold, and religious 
duty was gradually neglected. This brought 
sadness over those who had “witnessed a dif- 
ferent state, and could not relinquish their 
allegiance to their rightful Lord who had de- 
livered them from grievous suffering. in 
mercy, some of this class has been raised up 
from time to time; their station has often 
been between the porch and the altar, inter- 
ceding that the society which had been sig- 
nally blessed, might not be wholly cast off and 
given to reproach ; but that the great name 
might still be honoured by it. Since the in- 
stitution of the queries, delinquency in the 


almost universalcompluint. An elderly Friend 
lately remarked it was very general antece- 
dent to the revolutionary war. During that 
period very many who were causes of the de- 
fective answers, engaged in the conflict, or 
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which their forefathers had reared, in danger 
of wreck, were stirred with a zeal they had 
never before felt, and stood forth nobly in 
support of our religious meetings and testi- 
monies. That struggle, having now generally 
subsided, lukewarmness and apathy are again 
manifesting their approaches, ‘by the acknow- 
ledgment so commonly made in many parts, 
that meetings for worship and discipline are 
neglected by many. Divers Friends, who 
feel a lively interest in the society, have in- 
timated that if after all the siftings we have 
experienced, this remissness of duty continues, 
another overturning may be permitted, till 
the causes of weakness be completely re- 
moved, and well will it be, if these warnings 
are timely regarded. 

Surrounded, as we are, by the munificent 
gifts of a kind Providence, and the various 
means of acquiring useful knowledge and reli- 
gious instruction, and above all entrusted with 


the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, we are 


bound by the most solemn obligations and in- 


terests to bring forth fruits, answerable to the 
manifold blessings bestowed upon us. The 
first and great duty we owe, and on which the 


right fulfilment of all others essentially depends, 
is the love and worship of Almighty God. 
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strehgth.” This our Saviour pronounces 
the first and great commandment. Divine 


worship was emphatically described by him in 
his conversation with the woman of Samaria. 
“ God is a spirit, and they that worship him, 
must worsbip him in spirit and in truth.” 
When the heart is replete with love to the 
Author of its existence, it will glow with re- 
verent adoration for his power, his goodness, 
and mercy, in creating and sustaining the 
workmanship of his hand. A sense of help- 
lessness, and consequent dependence, natural- 
ly clothes a mind enlightened and imbued with 
divine love, which, while it leads to ask for 
protection and support, peculiarly prepares it 
to expand with gratitude and praise, in return 
for the granted blessing. The regenerated 


soul cannot rest satisfied with occasional feel- 


ings of devotion, rarely experienced. Like the 
body in need of regular food, it feels the neces- 
sity of daily presenting itself in the divine pre- 
duty of public worship has been a subject of| sence, to receive that bread which nourishes 


unto everlasting jife. Frequent mental ap- 
proaches to the throne of grace, cherish and 
heighten the desire for spiritual food, and 
prompt us to avail ourselves of every proper 
occasion to meet with others like minded, in 


were swept away by the political strifes of| joint exercise and prayer for its supply. We 


the day, and society was relieved of the bur- 
den. Those who kept to their principles, 
were subjected to fines and distraints which, 


shall be constrained to leave the concerns of 


the world, publicly to acknowledge our de- 
pendence upon the Father of mercies, and to 


with the peculiar difficulties of obtaining ajask for the renewings of his Holy Spirit, to 


subsistence, greatly reduced many in their 
pecuniary means. 
their substance, Friends were weaned from 
earthly attachments, and having less business 
to look after, they found time to attend their 
religious meetings, and the complaint very 
much ceased. Prosperity again produced a 
similar state of things, till the spirit of liber- 
tinism effected a separation amongst us. 
Mahy, then, seeing the beautiful edifice 


Stripped and spoiled of} all our ways. 


strengthen us to worship and honour him in 
Thus, we should grow in grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ; but if this duty is abandoned, 
religious progress ceases, and we take a re- 
trograde course. Did a lively and chaste zeal 
animate all the members to fulfil this import- 
ant obligation, what a cheering and healthful 
effect would be wrought upon the society. 
Business would not be permitted to keep us 
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from religious meetings; our young friends 
would be encouraged to leave their domestic 
affairs, and accompany their parents ; we 
should find ample time for every duty, and 
many poor and desolate meetings would be 


renovated, and the Lord’s power exalted over 
all. Ministers and other qualified members 


would not be slumbering at ease in their out- 
ward comforts, but the wants of the churches 
would call them forth, under the direction of 


the Head, to strengthen, by their labours, those 


who are striving, against many discourage- 
ments, to support their little meetings in re- 
mote or obscure places. Then, should we 
realise the ancient prediction, ‘* The Lord shall 
comfort Zion, he will comfort all her waste 
places, and he will make her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.” Let 
us, then, receive the fervent exhortation of an 
experienced apostle ; ‘I beseech you there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” 
ForuERemILt. 
==> 
For “ The Friend.” 

In adverting to the separation from our 
religious society, which has recently occurred, 
the mind is sometimes led back to the periods 
when its approach was repeatedly intimated 
by divers of those faithful worthies who now 
sleep in the arms of their beloved Saviour. 
Our dear friend, Thomas Scattergood, has 
been heard to warn his fellow believers that a 
trial was coming upon the Society, greater, 
much greater than had ever been known;— 
this was also the subject of conversation of 
the late venerable Samuel Smith with some of 
his friends; but the writer hereof does not 
recollect any instance of this nature so arous- 
ing, So pointing to its real character, as the 
testimony of the late Richard Jordan in a 
public meeting, at the North meeting-house, 
in the 9th month, 1810. 

Our dear departed brother was deeply soli- 
citous that his friends might be truly spiritually 
minded—rooted and grounded in the faith— 
that they might be really ingrafted into the 
vine, the Holy Head of his church; and there- 
fore, laboured with his auditors to prepare a 
habitation for the Lord of holiness to dwell in, 
and as an encouragement to the sincere mind, 
remarked—that although ithe ark formerly 
rested within the curtains, yet in all the dispen- 
sations of Almighty Providence, he conde- 
scended to be with his people;—that even 
under the Jaw, though heaven was his throne 
and the earth his footstool, he had promised 
that to that man would he look who was poor, 
of a contrite spirit, and trembled at his word, 
—then, in the midst of this exercise, as if 
permitted to look into yet unfolded time, he 
expressed a feryent desire that some present 
might remember these instances of heaven! 


mercy; and though, perhaps, not then needful, 
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yet it might stand them in stead at a future 
day:—remarking, that although in the Chris- 


tian’s progress, the mind was not always 


sensibly impressed with the conviction of the 
great Master's presence, yet to know it and to 
lean on it in faith was attainable;—he then 
added, with great solemnity, ** for we did not 
know what new, and uncommon, and unezx- 
pected waves of affliction Almighty wisdom 
might permit to roll over his people—over 
those who had called on his name, and had 
known something of his power’’—then con- 
tinued in substance, that although the Saviour 
of men might apparently lay aside his care for 
his followers, and, as it were, be gone down to 
the sides of the ship to sleep; yet, in the hour 
of peril there was access to him, and he had 
said to the stormy waves—Peace, be still;— 
hence, he earnestly pressed the necessity o 
finding a resting place, a habitation for the 
God of Jacob to dwell in. And such was the 
deep and awful solemnity of the moment— 
such the weight, power and authority attend- 
ing, as produced a near approach to trembling. 
And have not subsequent events unveiled the 
mystery of iniquity which, no doubt, was then 


at work, and eventually raised a storm of 


affliction to the sincere followers of the Lamb, 
whereof the waves were new, uncommon, and 
unexpected, and which have overwhelmed 
many once loved individuals, as well as nearly 
whole meetings—so that % is much to be 
feared, that unless repentance is granted, they 
will finally fall upon the dark mountains to rise 
no more. 

Some of those who have passed through 
parts of this trial, have, at times, been ready 
to conclude that, indeed, Jesus cared not that 
his church perished; but, in the needful time, 
have they not found that help was granted, 
though, oft-times, from unexpected quarters; 
and may vot these safely conclude, from what 
is stated above as well as from abundant other 
evidence, that verily they ought to cast their 
care upon the blessed Head of his church, for 
he careth for them; and now, as his people 
have had both warning and experience, how 
unutterably important it is that they cleave to 
his cause with their whole heart. A. B. 

12th month, 3d, 1832. 
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It will no doubt be interesting information 
to our readers in other parts, both near and 
remote, that the meeting, announced in our 
last number, of the contributors to “ The Bible 
Association of Friends in America,” and other 
Friends favourable to the institution, took place 
at the time mentioned, (4th inst.,) and that 
so great was the number of both sexes in at- 


tendance, that the large committee room, in| 


the Arch street meeting-house, was insuffi- 
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members, were listened to with intense inte-, 


rest, and prepared the way for a proposition 
which was made, and with much cordiality 
adopted, to appoint a numerous committee, 
who are to proceed immediately in the collec- 
tion of contributions in aid of the funds of the 
Association. From the spirit and feeling 
which seemed to pervade the minds of all pre- 
sent, the most animating hopes are derived 
that the call will not be in vain; and for the 


information of Friends in other places, who 
may be inclined to co-operate in the attempt 
to place this most excellent institution upon a 
foundation disincumbered and permanent, we 
annex a considerable portion of the address, 


and likewise the form of the subscription 
paper intended to be used :— 


More than one half of the subscriptions and con- 
tributions which have been reported at various times 
since the formation of our Association, has been 
repaid to the auxiliaries and to individuals who fur- 
nished it, in Bibles and Testaments; so that the sum 
which can be considered as really given to the Soci- 
ety, and which it is not liable to be called upon to 
return in Bibles, is only $6372 71.. This sum forms 
our whole capital or stock in trade, of which $5215 15 
has been absorbed by the cost of the stereotype 
plates,—leaving only $1157 56 available capital for 
carrying on our operations. 

The amount invested in Bibles and Testaments on 
hand is $5448 15, that in paper is $1100 30; and 
there is due, from auxiliaries and other quarters, 
$1642 27—making together, upwards of eight thou- 
sand dollars, and exceeding the whole of our present 
capital by more than seven thousand dollars. To 
meet this, the managers have been compelled to have 
recourse to loans, (the interest on which forms a 
considerable item in our expenses,) and to carry on 
their business under the pressure of a debt, from 
which no economy or management, consistent with 
the advantageous conducting of the concern, can 
possibly free them. From their unwillingness to 
increase this debt, they have confined their business 
within limits much less extensive than would be 
desirable or profitable; and the standing debt of the 
auxiliaries is one that must, in the course of things, 
be accumulating. If, therefore, the affairs of the 
Aassociation re placed on a liberal or permanent 
footing, its available capital must be greatly in- 
creased; and, to effect this, we must appeal to the 
liberality of our friends—because, from the anxious 
desire which has been felt to promote the circulation 
of our Bibles, they have been put at a price so low 
as scarcely to cover the cost of publication. 


An eligible situation for the Depository has always 
been deemed an object of great importance; and the 
managers considered it as a favourable circumstance 
that one was offered in so central a part of the city 
as that which they now occupy. Through the libe- 
rality of one of their number, the lot was purchased 
for $12,806 06, and the extensive and commodious 
buildings erected at an expense of $10,093 94,—mak- 
ing a total of 22,900 dollars. The title to the pro- 
perty remains in that individual, who has leased it to 
us at a moderate interest on the cost, with the 
privilege of redeeming it, and securing the title to 
the Association by refunding him the amount he has 
expended. To meet this important and desirable 
object, we propose to raise subscriptions among our 
friends. If the building were our own, unincum- 
bered with any debt, the net income of the rents, 
added to our other resources, would enable the mana- 
gers to conduct the business of the association with 
ease and economy; and would, moreover, yield a 
permanent fund for supplying many of our destitute 
brethren and sisters with the Bible, by whom our 


cient for their accommodation without the sup-| edition would be esteemed a treasure of great value. 


ply of several additional benches. Henry} There needs no appeal on feelin 
Cope was called to the table to act as clerk, |" this interesting subject. 


who read an address and statement prepared 
by the mznagers for the occasion, which, and 


, friends, 
e are all of us, it is to 
be hoped, too deeply impressed with a sense of the 
value of the Holy Scriptures to mankind—and too 
well informed, by experience, of the instruction and 


several oral communications by individual’ consolation to be derived from their diligent study, 








a, 


to be indifferent or lukewarm when it is proposed to 
aid in their circulation—more especially, when that 
circulation is to be among our fellow professors of 
the Christian name—the members of our own society. 

Does it not seem to you a surrowful fact, that pur 
own highly favoured society, in this land of dew and 
fatness, is imperfectly provided with this inestimable 
volume? that hundreds of its members have not the 
means of obtaining it? Painful as the fact is, it can- 
not be concealed or denied. Let us place ourselves 
then, for a moment, in the condition of those who 
are deprived of the comfort, the instruction, the encou- 
ragement to piety, the animating hopes and pro- 
mises, which we now derive from the perusal of the 
inspired volume, and reflect that by the denial of a 
small portion of our self indulgences, a denial which 
would in itself be wholesome and invigorating to our 
spiritual health—we may effectively aid in this 
work of Christian love, and by placing the Bible 
Association on a firm and prosperous basis, establish 
a fountain of benevolence, the streams from which 
shall water and fertilize our whole heritage. 

With a view of furnishing the Bible Association of 
Friends in America with a larger capital for condact- 
ing its business, and enabling it to redeem the 
buildings now in its tenure, situate No. 50, north 
Fourth street, the subscribers hereby severally agree 
for themselves, their heirs, executors, or administra- 
tors, to pay to Henry Cope, the treasurer of the said 
association, or his successor in office for the time 
being, the sums affixed to their respective names, at 
the periods specified. 


Classification of Subscriptions. 
Annual Subscriptions of $50 for five years, com- 


mencing with 1833. 

Annual Subscriptions of $30 for 5 years, commenc- 
ing with 1833. 

Annual Subscriptions of $20 for 5 years, commenc- 
ing with 1833. 


Annual Subscriptions of $10 for 5 years, commenc- 
ing with 1833. 
Donations payable during the year 1833. 





The new meeting-house, built by Friends, 
on Orange street, and facing Washington 
square, in this city, was, for the first time, 
opened for worship, on first day morning last, 
and numerously attended. ~ 


We are desired to publish for the informa- 
tion of Friends at a distance, that Thomas 
Booth, who resides at No. 188, Pine street, 
has been appointed corresponding clerk to 
the Philadelphia Tract Association of Friends, 
in the place of Edward Bettle, deceased. 


The committee, appointed to the care of 
West-town Boarding School, meet in Phila- 
delphia, on the 14th of the 12th month, at 
3 o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Wu. Evans, Clerk. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Visiting Managers for the month.—Tho- 
mas Bacon, 190, north Front street; Isaiah 
Hacker, 112, south Third street; William 
Hillis, Frankford. 

Superintendents,—J. C. Redmond and wife. 

Attending Physicians.—Dr. Robert Mor- 
ton, 116, south Front street; Dr. Charles 
Evans, 102, Union street. 
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